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chapters. I tried twice to punch it up, a bit, into life, & eventually
abandoned it as hopeless: and I put it all, disproportionately, into
Revolt in the Desert^ to give it a chance by itself, with all the best
bits of the early sections cut out The better writing is in the
Arabia,1 Yarmuk raid, & winter war sections: and the very best
of all perhaps, is Book i, the first ride up to Feisal; in which
good bricks are made without straw.

However it doesn't matter.  It is all over & done with.   T.E.S.

3O2 :   TO H. H. BANBURY*
20. 4. 27.                                                                           \Keracht\
Dear H.H.B., Yes, I was sent the Woolf review: and laughed.
Here are the judgements of the great upon my style*
*So imitative of Doughty as to be near parody.' Woolf in the
Nation.
*Has none of Doughty's biblical or Elizabethan anachronisms.'
John Buchan in Sat. Review.
'Gnarled texture twisted with queer adjectives and adverbs/
Woolf.
'Effortless, artless-seeming, adequate prose/ Gerald Bullett.
*Obscure to the point of affectation/  Tatler.
'Writing as easy, confident and unselfconscious as a duck's
swimming/ Lit. Digest.
'Style has a straightforward fierceness, an intrepid directness,'
Ellis Roberts.
'The style is like music/ C. F. G, Masterman.
*A scholar's style, simple, direct, free from ornament/ H. W.
Nevinson. (Manch. Guard?)
* Style here and there affectedly abrupt and strenuous, but
mostly without affectation/ Edw* Shanks.
*A cool distinguished prose/ Eric Sutton in Outlook*
'Positively breezy/ G. B. Shaw in Spectator.
There y'are! Take your pick! I wash my hands of the affair:
though I protest that I am not peevish, as Woolf says.
Karachi it still is.  Now they have found me a job, in work-
1 That is in the Kejaz before reaching Trans-Jordan and Syria.
* Regimental Sergeant Major, Royal Tank Corps.